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is apt to be missed If fired at too soon; but as it does not go
far and can be flushed again at close range, there is no ex-
cuse for the gentleman in the story who used to practise
at one, day after day, till, much to his grief, he killed it by
accident! Birds of prey sometimes appear to find this
little Snipe altogether too much for them, as Mr. W. Jesse
recently saw one pursued by quite an assortment of rapto-
rial birds, and yet evade the whole villainous combina-
tion, which included a pair of jugger falcons, two kites, a
tawny eagle, and two ruffians unidentified.
On its breeding grounds in the North the Jack makes a
most remarkable sound during its nuptial flight; Woolley,
who heard it in Lapland as the bird flew at a great height
and speed, says: C6I know not how better to describe the
noise than by likening it to the cantering of a horse in the
distance over a hard, hollow road; it came in fours, with
a similar cadence, and a like clear yet hollow sound. ' *
The eggs resemble those of the Common Snipe in colour
and shape, but are remarkably large for the size of their
owner ; they are as long, though not as wide, as those of
the bigger bird, and the clutch of four weigh nearly as
much as their producer herself.
The Double Snipe.
Galiinago major, Brit. Mus. Cat.
Before leaving the true snipes it is as well to notice the
fact that the Solitary Snipe of Europe, the "Double
Snipe'* of sportsmen at home, already indicated by Messrs.
Hume and Gates in their respective works on Indian
game-birds as a likely species to occur, has apparently
really turned up, although the specimen was not preserved.
This Double Snipe, although about the size of the big
Mil Snipe dealt with some pages back, is a bird of the type

